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FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS

What is BODY WORLDS?
The exhibition BODY WORLDS, internationally known as
BODY WORLDS: The Original Exhibition of Real Human
-

WORLDS Vital), the story of the human body in the 21st cenhas on our health (BODY WORLDS: The Happiness Project)

The exhibitions show a multitude of brand new plastinates
-

ing exhibition.

BODY WORLDS & The Story of the Heart
through the lenses of anatomy, cardiology, psychology, and
culture—how the heart nourishes, regulates, and maintains
life. The heart is the steady engine of our life. Due to this

What does BODY WORLDS show?
Each BODY WORLDS exhibition contains real human specithe leading cause of death today. “The Story of the Heart“

mon diseases are described in an easily understood manner
long-term impact of diseases and addictions, such as tobacco or alcohol consumption, and demonstrate the mechanics

How do the various BODY WORLDS exhibitions that
are being shown differ from each other?
While all of the BODY WORLDS exhibitions focus on genis currently being shown with dedicated themes—on cardiology and the heart (BODY WORLDS & The Story of the Heart),
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art, literature, and pop culture, the heart is seen as a symbol
lar system.

BODY WORLDS & The Cycle of Life features a special
presentation on the human life cycle and aging—from prena-

through time—at its most healthy, and as it changes, grows,

through anatomical studies of the body in distress, disease,
and optimal health. Visitors to “The Cycle of Life” will see

BODY WORLDS Vital presents a special collection of

BODY WORLDS RX

health and wellness. The exhibition includes whole-body
sentation of the latest research on top health issues and
a complete picture of how the human body works. Vital
diseases—such as cancer, diabetes, and heart ailments—
through healthy choices and lifestyle changes.

BODY WORLDS: Pulse shows the science and splendor
of the human body, and deconstructs its form and function

the intricate systems of the most sophisticated mechanism
in the world, the human body.
All BODY WORLDS exhibitions generally present different plastinates, which is most evident in the wholebody plastinates which each vary in pose and display.

Are there animals in the BODY WORLDS
exhibitions, as well?

the 21st

-

mens on display. Due to the great popularity of the animal
ley were encouraged to create the new exhibition BODY
WORLDS of Animals which also tours the world under the

mitted to educating future generations.
popular species in the animal kingdom. Better than any textbook, this fascinating exhibition shows the complex, amazBODY WORLDS: The Happiness Project marks an enWORLDS exhibitions. A permanent exhibition exploring
what happiness is and the science behind it. “The Happi-

-

-

-

body. Visitors learn for example that people who are happy,
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What is the goal of the exhibition?
BODY WORLDS aims to educate the public about the in-

Would I be able to learn just as much from books or
models of the human anatomy?
The use of authentic specimens allows a thorough examination and study of disease, physiology, and anatomy that you

about the science of anatomy and physiology.
experience in cities around the world has clearly demonstratWho should see BODY WORLDS?
Anyone interested in learning what makes us human. Adults

models cannot.

the nature of the BODY WORLDS exhibits, it is up to parents,
What is Plastination?
is appropriate for the children in their care.
Where else has BODY WORLDS been exhibited?
Where will they be on display next?

displayed in America, Europe, Asia and Africa. Additional

impregnation. After the bodies are shaped into lifelike poses,
they are hardened with gas, heat, or light. The plastinates

go to www.bodyworlds.com.

to know in what cities the exhibitions will be on display next,
Where did the specimens on display come from? Will
we know who the plastinates are or how they died?
The BODY WORLDS exhibitions rely on the generosity of
BODY WORLDS current exhibitions and more, you may join

Why is it important for the public
to see these exhibitions?
understand more about how the body works and how it can
break down, they are more likely to choose healthy lifestyles.
life sciences. Knowledge about what the human body looks
like and how it functions is basic life science information that

death, their bodies could be used for educational purposes in the exhibition. All the whole-body plastinates and the
majority of the specimens are from these body donors; only
usual conditions come from old anatomical collections and
morphological institutes. As agreed upon by the body donors, their identities and causes of death are not disclosed.
The exhibition focuses on the nature of our bodies, not on
telling personal information. Currently there are more than
16,000 donors registered in the body donation program of
the body donation section of www.bodyworlds.com.
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BODY WORLDS exhibitions are the based on an established
body donation program through which the body donors spe-

medical experts thoroughly discussed the ethical questions.
Guided by the California Science Center in Los Angeles,

exhibition after their deaths.
bodyworlds.com.
Why are the plastinates posed the way
they are?

letic poses illustrate the use of muscle systems while playing
-

What educational materials
are provided?
Teachers will wish to prepare both their students and their
for download on the website www.bodyworlds.com.

his or her own body.

Will I be able to touch any of the plastinates?

Is this exhibition appropriate for children?

How long can you stay
inside the exhibit?
You can stay as long as you like, within the opening hours.
We recommend allowing yourself about one to two hours.
to examine each specimen and read the information. An
audio tour will add to your time in the exhibits. Reentry to the
exhibition is not allowed, once you exit.

are considering bringing children or school groups to BODY
in the exhibitions?
to use the exhibition as a learning experience.
limited to registered members of the media, for editorial
purposes only. Some locations allow photography with
Is there an audio tour?
able in English and other languages. There are no personally
guided tours through the exhibit, at this time.

at anytime.

Have the ethical questions
about this exhibition been discussed?
Before the North American premiere of BODY WORLDS, a
wide committee of theologians, ethicists, academics, and
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WHAT IS PLASTINATION?
The Plastination Process

Preservation by Plastination
Plastination is a method that was developed to preserve
the body and to use it for educational purposes. Like
most inventions, the basic principle is relatively simple.

Specimens plastinated with silicone are cured with a special gas.

1. Embalming and Anatomical Dissection

Acetone bath

The Plastination
process itself is based on two exchange steps:

2. Removal of Body Fat and Water
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3. Forced Impregnation

Silicone

4. Positioning

5. Curing (Hardening)

Slice Plastination

Courtesy of The Denver Post
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INTERVIEW WITH
GUNTHER VON HAGENS
Children Interview Dr. Gunther von Hagens,
Creator of BODY WORLDS & Inventor of Plastination

Were the people in the exhibit old
when they died?
Dr. von Hagens:

Where did the idea for BODY WORLDS
come from?
Dr. von Hagens:

Were you ever scared
to work with dead bodies?
Dr. von Hagens:
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How do you get people
to donate their bodies?
Dr. von Hagens:

How long does it take
to prepare the bodies for display?
Dr. von Hagens:

What happens to the skin once
it is removed from the bodies?
Dr. von Hagens:
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WELCOME
A Letter from BODY WORLDS

COOL FACT
Dr. Gunther von Hagens
invented Plastination in
1977.

Gunther von Hagens’ BODY WORLDS: The Original Exhibition

Dr. Angelina Whalley
Conceptual Designer of BODY WORLDS and
President and CEO of the Institute for Plastination.
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Exhibition Overview
including Human Facts

Gunther von Hagens’ BODY WORLDS exhibits
use the science of Plastination
to let visitors see
how human bodies are put together.
The exhibit also teaches how different
anatomical systems work in the human body.
This special student supplement explores
several of the systems featured in the exhibit,
including the locomotive system,
the nervous system, the respiratory system,
the cardiovascular system, the digestive system,
and embryonic & fetal development.
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THE LOCOMOTIVE SYSTEM
Motion Happen

Skeleton

EXTENSION

FLEXION
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COOL FACT

Ulna

Elbow joint, viewed from the front

The Runner

Learn with BODY WORLDS
The bones of the human skeleton give the body both
strength and structure. A strong and healthy skeleton is
important for every person for both work and recreation.
Think of three things that you do every day that involve
the use of certain bones.
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COOL FACT

THE NERVOUS SYSTEM
The Messenger and the Boss

Schematic illustration
of a neuron

Left hemisphere of brain
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Learn with BODY WORLDS
The nervous system carries messages to the brain that make it possible for the
body’s five senses to work. The five senses are touch, taste, hearing, sight, and
smell. Explore the five senses by writing about one of your favorite things for each
sense.
For example you may enjoy listening to music, because it helps you concentrate.
This relates to your sense of hearing.
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THE RESPIRATORY SYSTEM
Oxygen In, Carbon Dioxide Out
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Lungs showing the bronchial tree in the left upper lobe

COOL FACT

Enlarged thyroid gland (goiter)

Non-smoker‘s lungs

Smoker’s lungs

Think about it

LEARN WITH BODY WORLDS
A healthy respiratory system makes it possible for
people to live active lives. Smoking causes problems for the respiratory system. Make a list of five
reasons why people shouldn’t smoke.
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THE
CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM

Heart, opened longitudinally
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COOL FACT

Blood vessel configuration
of inner organs

Learn with BODY WORLDS
The cardiovascular system is delicate and can be affected by many things. Fats and cholesterol, for example, can slow or even block the flow of blood in the body. Fats and cholesterol
enter the body as food. One reason people are encouraged to limit the amount of fatty or oily
foods they eat is to help prevent blockage. Think of ten fatty foods and ten healthier options.
For example, you may think of a doughnut as a fatty food and toast as an alternative.
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THE DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
Converting Food Into Energy

Digestive tract

22

COOL FACT

Digestive helpers
Blood vessel configuration of the liver (rear view)

Stomachs of varying size and shape

Learn with BODY WORLDS
The digestive system breaks down the food that supplies the human body with energy. What
foods would you eat if you needed energy for sports or active recreation?
Pick five foods you think would be good sources of energy. Then pair off and research your
foods. Were they all healthy choices for getting the energy you needed?

BODY WORLDS leertip!
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EMBRYONIC &
FETAL DEVELOPMENT

Week 13 to 14

Week 15 to 16

Zygote or fertilized egg (400 times magnified).

Week 17 to 18

Week 19 to 20
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IMPORTANT FACT

Week 25 to 28

Placenta. On the surface of the fetal side, the arteries and veins of
the umbilical cord vessels branch out.

Week 29 to 32
Week 21 to 24

Eight-week-old embryo.

LEARN WITH BODY WORLDS
Many factors influence the development of an unborn baby.
How do environmental influences affect the child? What
circumstances in the life of the mother have a positive or
negative effect, or can even harm the baby? How do these
influences actually reach the fetus? Discuss these questions in class.
25

ART IN SCIENCE
The Beauty of the Body

LEARN WITH BODY WORLDS
Understanding how the body works is important in many
professions. Think about what you want to be when you
grow up, and write a short sentence or paragraph explaining why anatomy could be important in the job, and why.

Think like an artist

Photography as art

Sports anatomy
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WOULD YOU DO IT?
Thoughts about Plastination and Your Body

COOL FACT

Gunther von Hagens’ BODY WORLDS

Talk about it

In your discussion:

LEARN WITH BODY WORLDS
After holding the class discussion, summarize the general
feelings of the class in a news story of the style found on
the front page of a newspaper. Talk about how newspaper
reporters must weigh all information before making a general conclusion.
Then compare summaries written by different members of
the class. How similar were they?
What were some differences? What was the source
of those differences?
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